THE TRUCE BETWEEN PERSIA AND TURKEY    109
and added Bahrain to the province of Pars. This successful expedition
led, as will be explained in a later chapter, to a more ambitious project,
namely, the conquest of 'Oman and the establishment of Persian naval
supremacy in the Persian Gulf.
In the previous year, at the time when 'Abdullah Pasha was marching
to his doom at Baghaverd, *Ali Murad, a young chief of the Chahar Lang
section of the Bakhtiaris, had revolted.1 After being defeated in the
Isfahan district, he retired to the Bakhtiari mountains where he raised some
20,000 men, including numbers of Lurs from the Khurramabad district
and some of the Haft Lang Bakhtiaris*2 Up to a point, 4Ali Murad's
aims were similar to those of Muhammad Khan Baluch, that is, he declared
himself in favour of the ex-Shah Tahmasp, but he intended to take part
of the kingdom himself, as the price of his support* He is said to have
addressed his supporters as follows :
" After destroying the rule of Nadir Shah, I shall set foot in Khurasan and
rescue Shah Tahmasp from his prison there; I shall (then) place power in his hands.
Royalty is a great name, and many will rally swiftly to me. Shah Tahmasp will
be content with (Persian) 'Iraq and Khurasan, while I shall have Hamadan, Faxs
and Kirman/'3
This speech met with a favourable reception, and facilitated his pre-
parations for the coming struggle.
News of these developments reached Nadir at Qazvin, and caused
him extreme annoyance. He issued orders to the Governors of Isfahan,
Shushtar and the Kuhgilu province to collect their forces and march
into the Bakhtiari country by converging routes and prevent *Ali Murad
from escaping, while he himself entered it from the north, at the head of
the main forces. Nadir's wrath was increased when he learnt that the
rebels had seized and carried off into their mountains a sum of 10,000
tomans which was being brought to him from Fars.4
The Shah after passing through Khunsar, left his baggage at Charpas,
whence he penetrated into the heart of the Bakhtiari mountains. His
forces soon met with and defeated the rebels who thereupon scattered
and fled to their fastnesses* One of their principal fortresses, according
to Mirza Mahdi, was called Liruk ; it was, apparently in the very moun-
tainous country E.N.E. of Dizful.5 For over two months Nadir and his
men searched for CAH Murad, but they could find no trace of him, although
1 K.N., p. 42. The late Sardar Zafar, who had devoted much time to the study of the history
of the Bakhtiaris, informed me that 'Ali Murad belonged to the Chahar Lang.
•K.N., p. 44. According to Sardar Zafar, most of the Haft Lang (to which he himself belonged)
remained loyal to Nadir and co-operated with his troops in quelling the rebellion.
*Ibid.t p. 44.
*IW&, p. 45.
• T.N., p. 175.

